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people was about the import of gold which it is "fondly
imagined", as Romesh Dutt put it, "is hoarded by the culti-
vators of India." "As a matter of fact," he added, "the
annual import of gold represents the wear and teai in the
gold jewellery and brocades, etc., which are almost the
only luxury of the wealthier classes in India, The import
of gold into India no more indicates the wealth of the
Indian cultivator than the import of silk hats and kid
gloves from Paris indicates the wealth of the British farm
labourer."

Again, referring to trade and public works in general,
Romesh Dutt stated:

"Trade and public works, carried on or conducted in
a country with its own capital, are evidence of the mate-
rial prosperity of the people. In the case of India they
are profitable investments of English capital, and while
they undoubtedly benefit India in a variety of ways, they
have not secured the object of materially improving the
condition of the agricultural and artisan classes of India."

In the administrative and political sphere too he dep-
lored the complete lack of association with the people of
the country. "No great and civilised country like India",
he wrote, "is ruled in the present day under a form of
Government in which the people are so utterly unrepre-
sented." "A good government is a blessing to a country",
he pointed out, "but a good government conducted, as far
as possible, by the people themselves is a higher blessing,
because it elevates the nation."

In spite of all his forthright criticism, Romesh Dutt
remained essentially loyal to the British rule. The time for
a revolt had not come yet. What he desired was not trans-
fer of power, but reform of the British system of adminis-
tration to bring it into greater conformity with the econo-
mic interests of India, He was convinced that the deft-